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Best Teen Reads of 2019 
 

 

NCompass Live 

 February 5, 2020 
  

 

presented by Sally Snyder 

Nebraska Library Commission 
 

 

Fiction for Younger Teens   
 

Bledsoe, Lucy Jane  RUNNING WILD        

   194p. Holiday House 2019 $17.99 ISBN 978-0-8234-4363-5 

 

 

Broaddus, Maurice  THE USUAL SUSPECTS 

   278p. HarperCollins 2019 $16.99 ISBN 978-0-06-279631-8 

 

 

Chmakova, Svetlana  CRUSH   

   224p. Yen Press (Hachette Book Group) 2018 $24.00 ISBN 978-0-316-36323-5;  

   $11.00 (pbk) ISBN 978-0-316-36324-2 

 

 

Colfer, Eoin & Andrew Donkin  ILLEGAL   

   Illus. by Giovanni Rigano 122p. Sourcebooks 2018 $19.99 ISBN 978-1-4926-6214-3  

 

 

Craft, Jerry  NEW KID    

   Color by Jim Callahan 249p. HarperCollins 2019 $21.99 ISBN 978-0-06-269120-0 

 

 

Cummings, Pat  TRACE 

   307p. HarperCollins 2019 $16.99 ISBN 978-0-06-269884-1 

 

 

Elliott, David  VOICES 

   189p. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 2019 $17.99 ISBN 978-1-328-98759-4 

 

 

Gardner, Whitney  FAKE BLOOD 

   333p. Simon & Schuster 2018 $21.99 ISBN 978-1-4814-9556-1; $14.99 (pbk) ISBN 978-1-4814-

9557-8 
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Gratz, Alan  ALLIES           

   307p. Scholastic Press 2019 $17.99 ISBN 978-1-338-24572-1 

 

 

Greenwald, Tommy  GAME CHANGER 

   287p. Amulet Books (ABRAMS) 2018 $16.99 ISBN 978-1-4197-3143-3 

 

 

Johnson, Cathy G.  THE BREAKAWAYS 

   210p. First Second 2019 $19.99 ISBN 1250196941; $12.99 (pbk) ISBN 978-1-62672-357-3 

 

 

Kang, Lydia  TOXIC 

   339p. Entangled Teen 2018 $9.99 ISBN 978-1-64063-424-4 

 

 

Korman, Gordon  THE UNTEACHABLES 

   288p. Balzer + Bray (HarperCollins) 2019 $ ISBN 978-0-06-256388-0 

 

 

Lowry, Lois  THE GIVER (graphic novel) 

   Illus. by P. Craig Russell 176p. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 1993, 2019 $22.99 ISBN 978-0-544-

15788-0 

 

 

MacLear, Kyo  OPERATIC 

   Illus. by Byron Eggenschwiler 159p. Groundhog Books 2019 $19.95 ISBN 978-1-55498-972-0 

 

 

Maldonado, Tony  TIGHT 

   192p. Nancy Paulsen Books (Penguin Random House) 2018 $16.99 ISBN 978-1-524740559 

 

 

MARVEL RISING 

   168p. various authors & artists Marvel 2018 $9.99 (pbk) ISBN 978-1-302-91261-1  

 

 

Morris, Chad & Shelly Brown  SQUINT 

   247p. Shadow Mountain 2018 $16.99 ISBN 978-1-62972-485-0 

 

 

Paige, Danielle  MERA: TIDEBREAKER 

   Illus. by Stephen Byrne 186p. DC Ink 2019 $16.99 (pbk) ISBN 978-1-4012-8339-1 

 

 

Reynolds, Jason  LOOK BOTH WAYS 

   188p. Simon & Schuster 2019 $1.99 ISBN 978-1-48143828-5 
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Schmidt, Gary D.  PAY ATTENTION, CARTER JONES 

   217p. Clarion Books (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) 2019 $16.99 ISBN 978-0-544-79085-8 

 

 

Schmitt, Adam P. SPEECHLESS 

   293p. Candlewick Press 2018 $16.99 ISBN 978-1-5362-0092-8 

 

 

Schwab, Victoria  CITY OF GHOSTS 

   285p. Scholastic Press 2018 $17.99 ISBN 978-1-338-11100-2 

 

 

Venable, Colleen A. F.  KISS NUMBER 8 

   Illus. by Ellen T. Crenshaw 305p. First Second 2019 $24.99 ISBN 978-1250196934; $17.99 (pbk) 

ISBN 978-1-59643-709-8 

 

 

Ventrella. Kim  BONE HOLLOW            

   226p. Scholastic Press 2019 $17.99 ISBN 978-1-338-04274-0 

 

 

Nonfiction for Teens    
 

Anderson, Laurie Halse  SHOUT 

   291p. Viking (Penguin Random House) 2019 $17.99 ISBN 978-0-670-01210-7 

 

 

Burcaw, Shane  STRANGERS ASSUME MY GIRLFRIEND IS MY NURSE 

   197p. Roaring Brook Press 2019 $18.99 ISBN 978-1-62672-770-0 

 

 

Garhib, Malaka  I WAS THEIR AMERICAN DREAM: A Graphic Memoir 

   160p. Clarkson Potter Pub. (Penguin Random House) 2019 $16.99 )pbk) ISBN 978-0-525-57511-5 

 

 

Keyser, Amber J.  NO MORE EXCUSES: Dismantling Rape Culture 

   144p. Twenty-First Century Books (Lerner Pub. Group) 2019 $37.32 ISBN 978-1-541540200 

 

 

Fiction for Older Teens  
 

Acevedo, Elizabeth  WITH THE FIRE ON HIGH 

   400p. HarperCollins 2019 $17.99 ISBN 978-0-06-266283-5 

 

 

Alexander, Kwame & Mary Rand Hess  SWING 

   432p. Blink 2019 $18.99 ISBN 978-0-310-76191-4 
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Armstrong, C. H.   ROAM 

   32p. Central Avenue Publishing 2019 $ ISBN 978-1-771681513 

 

 

Dessen, Sarah  THE REST OF THE STORY 

   440p. HarperCollins 2019 $19.99 ISBN 978-0-06-293362-1 

 

 

Hautman, Pete  ROAD TRIPPED 

   327p. Simon & Schuster 2019 $18.99 ISBN 978-1-5344-0590-5 

 

 

Henry, April  THE LONELY DEAD 

   228p. Christy Ottaviano Books (Henry Holt & Co.)  2019 $17.99 ISBN 978-1-250-15757-7 

 

 

Henry, April  RUN, HIDE, FIGHT BACK 

237p. Henry Holt 2019 $17.99 ISBN 978-1-62779-589-0 

 

 

Johnson, Lana Wood  TECHNICALLY, YOU STARTED IT 

   374p. Scholastic Press 2019 $18.99 ISBN 978-1-338-33546-0 

 

 

Keplinger, Kody  THAT'S NOT WHAT HAPPENED 

   336p. Scholastic 2018 $18.99 ISBN 978-1-338186529 

 

 

Kuhn, Sarah  I LOVE YOU SO MOCHI 

   308p. Scholastic Press 2019 $17.99 ISBN 978-1-338-30288-2 

 

 

McNeil, Gretchen  #MURDERTRENDING 

   352p. Freeform 2018 $ ISBN 978-1-368010023 

 

 

Mills, Emma  FAMOUS IN A SMALL TOWN 

   318 p. Henry Holt & Co. 2019 $17.99 ISBN 978-1-250179630 

 

 

Nielsen, Jennifeer A.  RESISTANCE 

   375p. Scholastic Press 2018 $17.99 ISBN 978-1-338-14847-3 

 

 

Oda, Tomohito  KOMI CAN’T COMMUNICATE 

   186p. Viz Media 2019 $9.99 (pbk) ISBN 978-1-9747-0712-6 
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Pacat, C. S. FENCE, Volume One 

   Illus. by Johanna the Mad; colors by Joana Lafuente; letters by Jim Campbell unp. Boom! Box 

2018 $9.99 (pbk) ISBN 978-1-68415-192-9 

 

 

Pacat, C. S. FENCE, Volume Two 

   Illus. by Johanna the Mad; colors by Joana Lafuente; letters by Jim Campbell unp. Boom! Box 

2019 $9.99 (pbk) ISBN 978-1-68415-297-1 

 

 

Pacat, C. S. FENCE, Volume Three 

   Illus. by Johanna the Mad; colors by Joana Lafuente; letters by Jim Campbell unp. Boom! Box 

2019 $14.99 (pbk) ISBN 978-1-68415-334-3 

 

 

Philippe, Ben  THE FIELD GUIDE TO THE NORTH AMERICAN TEENAGER 

   367p. Balzer + Bray (HarperCollins) 2019 $18.99 ISBN 978-0-06-282411-0 

 

 

Priest, Cherie  THE AGONY HOUSE 

   Illus. by Tara O’Connor 256p. Arthur A. Levine Books (Scholastic) 2018 $18.99 ISBN 978-0-

545-93429-9 

 

 

Reynolds, Justin A.  OPPOSITE OF ALWAYS 

   449p. Katherine Tegen Books (HarperCollins) 2019 $17.99 ISBN 978-0-06-274837-9 

 

 

Rowell, Rainbow  PUMPKINHEADS 

   Illus. by Faith Erin Hicks 209p. First Second 2019 $24.99 ISBN 978-1-250-31285-3;  

   $17.99 (pbk) ISBN 978-1-62672-162-3 

 

 

Zoboi, Ibi, Ed. BLACK ENOUGH: Stories of Being Young & Black in America   

   393p. Balzer + Bray (HarperCollins) 2019 $17.99 ISBN 978-0-06-269872-8 

 

 

 

 means added since the October (Nebraska School Librarians Assn. (NSLA) workshop 

 

 

Sally Snyder 

Coordinator of Children and Young Adult Library Services 

Nebraska Library Commission 

1200 N Street, Suite 120, Lincoln, NE 68508-2023 

800-307-2665 or 402-471-2045; sally.snyder@nebraska.gov 
 


